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Module Description
30-M-Soz-M8a Sociology of 
the Global World a

Faculty of Sociology

Version dated Jan 9, 2026

This module guide reflects the current state and is subject to change. Up-to-
date information and the latest version of this document can be found online 
via the page

https://ekvv.uni-bielefeld.de/sinfo/publ/modul/31152512

The current and valid provisions in the module guide are binding and further 
specify the subject-related regulations (German "FsB") published in the Official 
Announcements of Bielefeld University.

https://ekvv.uni-bielefeld.de/sinfo/publ/modul/31152512
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30-M-Soz-M8a Sociology of the Global World a

Faculty

Faculty of Sociology

Person responsible for module

Prof. Dr. Mathias Albert

Prof. PhD Thomas Faist

Regular cycle (beginning)

Every semester

Credit points

14 Credit points

Competencies

Non-official translation of the module descriptions. Only the German version is legally binding.

As part of the general competence concept for the MA in Sociology (see https://www.uni-bielefeld.de/fakultaeten

), students acquire basic theoretical /soziologie/studium/master/pdf/Kompetenzkonzept_Masterstudiengaenge.pdf

and empirical knowledge of the various approaches and directions of a sociology of the global world.

Students acquire the ability to work on issues of globalisation and world society research. The module enables 

theoretical reflection and methodically controlled empirical analysis of problems in globalisation and world society 

research.

Content of teaching

The module "Sociology of the Global World" aims to convey a sociological understanding of socialisation and community 

processes beyond so-called "methodological nationalism". The module offers two approaches to analysing these 

processes in terms of their social, cultural, territorial and political boundaries:

In the perspective of transnationalization, the focus is on cross-connections of institutions and actors between, below 

and above nation states. The consequences of the dissolution of boundaries between social environments and social 

institutions and their significance for the emergence of new formations (e.g. diasporas, global regimes, cross-border 

networks and social movements), but also for the transformation of existing structures and institutions (e.g. 

regionalism, statehood, citizenship and governance) are analysed.

From the perspective of world society theory, the patterns of structure formation and potential for conflict resulting 

from differentiation processes and from the incompatibilities between the various political, legal, economic and other 

structures of global functional contexts are analysed. Furthermore, the historical background to the development and 

implementation of specific forms of order, especially in the form of the modern nation state, will be addressed.

On the one hand, the module provides knowledge of the emergence and differentiation of a global society from the 

perspective of macro sociological and political science approaches and, on the other hand, insights into cross-border 

interdependencies and formations from a sociological and social anthropological perspective. This is done 

https://www.uni-bielefeld.de/fakultaeten/soziologie/studium/master/pdf/Kompetenzkonzept_Masterstudiengaenge.pdf
https://www.uni-bielefeld.de/fakultaeten/soziologie/studium/master/pdf/Kompetenzkonzept_Masterstudiengaenge.pdf
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paradigmatically using examples from global social policy, migration, development, climate change, political and 

conflict research. Students learn to specify transnational and global social approaches for questions in the 

aforementioned fields of research and to apply them in independent, empirical analyses.

As part of the module course, students can choose courses from three areas: 1. transnationalization and 

transnationality; 2. diversity and demarcation; and 3. differentiations in world society. Theoretically and empirically 

oriented courses are offered in which students acquire basic knowledge in the fields of transnationalization, 

globalisation and world society. Courses can cover theoretical and conceptual questions of global structures and 

processes or be dedicated to more specialised issues. Students are recommended to choose courses from one or two of 

the three areas.

The module programme is always completed with a written assignment. This always takes the form of a term paper.

Recommended previous knowledge

Basic knowledge of the literature on globalisation, transnationalization and world society is assumed for students of 

this module. Introductory books for self-study can be consulted: Thomas Faist, Margit Fauser, Eveline Reisenauer (2013): 

Transnational Migration. Cambridge: Polity; Bettina Heintz, Richard Münch, Hartmann Tyrell (Hrsg.) (2005): 

Weltgesellschaft. Stuttgart: Lucius & Lucius.

Basic knowledge of either qualitative or quantitative methods of empirical social research is also required.

Necessary requirements

—

Explanation regarding the elements of the module

As an alternative to studying Seminar 1 and Seminar 2, a large seminar with double the scope can be taken.

Module structure: 1-2 SL, 1 bPr 1

Courses

Title Type Regular cycle
Workload
5 LP2

Alternativ zu Seminar 1 und Seminar 2: großes Seminar seminar Unregelmäßig 240 h 
(60 + 
180)

  8  
[SL]

Seminar 1 seminar WiSe&SoSe 120 h 
(30 + 90)

  4  
[SL]

Seminar 2 seminar WiSe&SoSe 120 h 
(30 + 90)

  4  
[SL]

Study requirements

Allocated examiner Workload LP2
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Teaching staff of the course Alternativ zu Seminar 1 und Seminar 2: großes 
Seminar (seminar)

Participation in group work (including working on exercises, development of 

research designs, data collection and evaluation), moderation or protocol 

activities and presentations as specified by the lecturer. The coursework is used 

for communicative (written and/or oral) practice and learning of the 

competences to be acquired with a focus on the interaction situation of the 

seminar. The coursework is part of the self-study and attendance time and 

corresponds to approximately 60 hours.

see above see 
above

Teaching staff of the course Seminar 1 (seminar)

Participation in group work (including working on exercises, developing research 

designs, collecting and analyzing data), moderation or taking minutes and 

presentations as specified by the lecturer. The coursework is used for 

communicative (written and/or oral) practice and learning of the competences to 

be acquired with a focus on the interaction situation of the seminar. The 

coursework is part of the self-study and attendance time and corresponds to 

approximately 30 hours.

see above see 
above

Teaching staff of the course Seminar 2 (seminar)

Participation in group work (including working on exercises, developing research 

designs, collecting and analyzing data), moderation or taking minutes and 

presentations as specified by the lecturer. The coursework is used for 

communicative (written and/or oral) practice and learning of the competences to 

be acquired with a focus on the interaction situation of the seminar. The 

coursework is part of the self-study and attendance time and corresponds to 

approximately 30 hours.

see above see 
above

Examinations

Allocated examiner Type Weighting Workload LP2

Person responsible for module examines or determines examiner

term papers are approx. 20-30 pages in length.

The examination is taken by a teaching staff, instructors, lecturers of one of 

the courses of the modules.

Hausarbeit 1 180h   6  
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Legend

The module structure displays the required number of study requirements and examinations.

LP is the short form for credit points.

The figures in this column are the specialist semesters in which it is recommended to start the module. 
Depending on the individual study schedule, entirely different courses of study are possible and advisable.

Explanations on mandatory option: "Obligation" means: This module is mandatory for the course of the studies; 
"Optional obligation" means: This module belongs to a number of modules available for selection under certain 
circumstances. This is more precisely regulated by the "Subject-related regulations" (see navigation).

Workload (contact time + self-study)

Summer semester

Winter semester

study requirement

Examination

Number of examinations with grades

Number of examinations without grades
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