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Module Description
30-M-Soz-M1 Introductory 
module

Faculty of Sociology

Version dated Jan 7, 2026

This module guide reflects the current state and is subject to change. Up-to-
date information and the latest version of this document can be found online 
via the page

https://ekvv.uni-bielefeld.de/sinfo/publ/modul/31152374

The current and valid provisions in the module guide are binding and further 
specify the subject-related regulations (German "FsB") published in the Official 
Announcements of Bielefeld University.

https://ekvv.uni-bielefeld.de/sinfo/publ/modul/31152374
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30-M-Soz-M1 Introductory module

Faculty

Faculty of Sociology

Person responsible for module

Prof. Dr. Ruth Ayaß

Prof. Dr. André Kieserling

Prof. Dr. Martin Kroh

Regular cycle (beginning)

Every winter semester

Credit points

6 Credit points

Competencies

Non-official translation of the module descriptions. Only the German version is legally binding.

Within the framework of the general competence concept for the MA Sociology (see https://www.uni-bielefeld.de

), the introductory module /fakultaeten/soziologie/studium/master/pdf/Kompetenzkonzept_Masterstudiengaenge.pdf

teaches the theoretical and methodological foundations that are a prerequisite for further studies in the Master's 

programme and are deepened, concretized and applied in the elective modules.

Content of teaching

The theory lecture builds on the theoretical knowledge acquired in the BA degree programme and provides an overview 

of the most important sociological theories. The theories are largely presented with reference to the subject areas 

covered in the specialization profiles.

The two methods lectures deal with qualitative and quantitative methods of empirical social research. In the 

qualitative methods lecture, the most important qualitative methods are deepened on the basis of recent empirical 

studies. (e.g. ethnography, narrative interview, group discussion, conversation analysis, content analysis) and central 

methods of qualitative data analysis are presented (e.g. grounded theory, ethnomethodology, objective hermeneutics). 

The quantitative methods lecture focuses primarily on statistical methods. The statistical methods are based on the 

descriptive statistics of the BA programme and in particular inferential statistics. In Addition, an overview of 

multivariate data analysis technologies will be given.

While the theory lecture is intended to provide orientation in the complex field of theories and promote the 

independent use of the theoretical instruments of sociology, the method lectures build on the methodological 

knowledge taught in the BA degree programme and create the basis for the later application of methodological 

procedures.

Recommended previous knowledge

https://www.uni-bielefeld.de/fakultaeten/soziologie/studium/master/pdf/Kompetenzkonzept_Masterstudiengaenge.pdf
https://www.uni-bielefeld.de/fakultaeten/soziologie/studium/master/pdf/Kompetenzkonzept_Masterstudiengaenge.pdf
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Students are expected to have basic knowledge of sociological theory and quantitative and qualitative methods.

Necessary requirements

—

Explanation regarding the elements of the module

Module structure: 0 SL, 0 bPr, 0 uPr 1

Courses

Title Type
Regular 
cycle

Workload
5 LP2

Einführung in die qualitativen Methoden lecture WiSe 60 h (30 
+ 30)

  2  

Einführung in die quantitativen Methoden lecture WiSe 60 h (30 
+ 30)

  2  

Grundlagen der soziologischen Theorie lecture WiSe 60 h (30 
+ 30)

  2  
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uPr

bPr

Pr

SL

WiSe

SoSe

5

4

3

2

1

Legend

The module structure displays the required number of study requirements and examinations.

LP is the short form for credit points.

The figures in this column are the specialist semesters in which it is recommended to start the module. 
Depending on the individual study schedule, entirely different courses of study are possible and advisable.

Explanations on mandatory option: "Obligation" means: This module is mandatory for the course of the studies; 
"Optional obligation" means: This module belongs to a number of modules available for selection under certain 
circumstances. This is more precisely regulated by the "Subject-related regulations" (see navigation).

Workload (contact time + self-study)

Summer semester

Winter semester

study requirement

Examination

Number of examinations with grades

Number of examinations without grades
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